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2019 Annual Meeting Recap 
The Annual Fall Meeting was held on Sept. 13 at the Ames City Hall, with 
approximately 40 members and new members in attendance. Meeting activities 
included the regular SWCS business meeting, an update from the ISU Soil and Water 
Conservation Club, a professional development presentation, and a tour of the City of 
Ames Water Treatment Plant. 

During the business meeting, elections were held for the IA SWCS Executive Board 
positions. Steve Konrady was voted as President-Elect; Greg Townley, Secretary; 
Clare Lindahl, Membership Chair; Lee Gravel, Northwest Chair; and Olivia LaGrange, 
Southeast Chair. Hanna Bates, President, provided an overview of the previous 
activities over the last year, as well as upcoming activities for the 2019-2020 calendar. 

The professional development presentation was about an Iowa State University 
Watershed Community Model by Linda Shenk and Kristie Franz, faculty at Iowa State 
University. This is an agent-based model to demonstrate community engagement in 
conservation efforts in a landscape. The model follows a “what if” scenario that relates 
individual action with broader scale community change. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, attendees toured the City of Ames Water Treatment 
Plant. This is a new facility with technological upgrades that opened in August 2017. 
A social hour followed at Cornbred Barbecue on Main St. in downtown Ames.  

LEFT: Scholarship Committee Chair Olivia LaGrange (left) presents Marcy Torgerson with a 
certificate for an Iowa SWCS Memorial Scholarship. Torgerson is a junior at Central College in Pella, 
majoring in Environmental Studies and Biology.
RIGHT: LaGrange presents a Memorial Scholarship to Claire Carlson, a senior at the University of 
Iowa, studying Geoscience and minoring in Business and Environmental Science. She is earning a 
Sustainability certificate.

Memorial Scholarship Recipients



President
Hanna Bates

Hanna is the Program Coordinator 
for the Iowa Water Center, a 
Federally-funded Water Resources 
Research Institute. 

She grew up on a family farm in 
Shelby County that raised livestock, 
along with row crops. 

From an early age, she cared about 
environmental resources and sought 
an education that examined the 
holistic view of landscapes and the 
environment. She holds a B.A. in 
Anthropology from the University of 
Iowa and an M.S. in Sociology and 
Sustainable Agriculture from Iowa 
State University. 

Hanna is currently working toward 
her MBA from the University of Iowa 
Tippie College of Business. In her 
spare time she enjoys reading books, 
baking, and running outdoors. 
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Meet “Presidential People”

President-Elect
Steve Konrady

Steve grew up in NW Iowa in the 
small farming community of Aurelia. 
He had farm-owning grandparents 
and uncles across both sides of 
the family, but his real draw to 
conservation was due to a youth 
spent fishing, hunting, and visiting 
state and National Parks around the 
country. 

He attended Iowa State University 
and completed a degree with focuses 
on natural resources interpretation 
and fisheries. After a few years of 
working for the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) Fisheries 
Bureau, he went back to ISU for a 
Master’s degree in fisheries biology. 

He was hired by the DNR Water 
Quality Bureau in the Watershed 
Improvement Section as a program 
planner in 2016. Based out of Des 
Moines, he has recently taken up 
the all-consuming “hobby” of home 
ownership. He looks forward to 
getting more involved with the 
professional society of his new 
career as President-Elect of the Iowa 
Chapter.

The Iowa SWCS Chapter selected its new board members at the recent annual meeting. Meet the “Presidents”:

Past President
Heidi Ackerman

Heidi is an academic adviser at Iowa 
State University in the Agronomy 
Department. She lives in Huxley with 
her husband, Jacob, and their many 
houseplants. 

She worked for the USDA-NRCS 
before going to work in Ames. She 
has always had a love of soil as 
deep as a mollic epipedon, and has 
developed a great appreciation for 
watersheds and watershed planning 
efforts. 

Working as an adviser gives Heidi 
the exciting opportunity to support 
and guide young people on their 
academic and professional journeys 
on a daily basis.

Heidi is proud to serve the Iowa 
Chapter as Past President through 
fall of 2020. She is involved in 
planning the 2020 SWCS Conference, 
coordinating the Iowa Conservation 
Team RAGBRAI work, revising the 
Chapter Handbook, and working 
with the Iowa State University SWCS 
Chapter.
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New Board Secretary
Secretary
Greg Townley

Greg was elected to become the Iowa 
SWCS Secretary. He is the District 
Conservationist at the Malcom NRCS 
Field Office (Poweshiek County) and 
has served in that capacity since 
2003.  

Greg worked as a Soil Conservationist 
in Guthrie and Greene Counties 
from 1998 to 2002. He was a County 
Executive Director with Farm Service 
Agency in Missouri from 1991 to 
1998. 

He grew up on a cattle farm in 
Central Missouri. He and his wife, 
Janet, have four children ages 30, 
29, 18, and 15. They live on a farm in 
Jasper County near Prairie City where 
they raise corn, soybeans, hay, goats, 
and chickens.  

Greg retired from the Army Reserves 
in 2018 after 34 years of service. In his 
spare time he is active in his church 
and enjoys hunting, working on the 
farm, and attending his kids school 
activities, 4-H, and FFA events.

(Note: The NW Area Chair position 
is currently vacant. Please contact a 
board member if you or someone you 
know would be interested in filling it.)

2019 RAGBRAI Recap

This year marked the 
17th year that the Iowa 
Conservation Team (SWCS, 
NRCS, IDALS, and CDI) has 
promoted conservation 
during the Register’s 
Annual Great Bike Ride 
Across Iowa (RAGBRAI).  

This year we were set up 
along the route on five 
days (Monday through 
Friday) in Adair County, 
Madison County, Warren County, 
Davis County, and Henry County.  

We distributed over 7,000 bananas 
and sent 4,383 conservation-
themed postcards for riders to 
fill out.  We also provided free 
water for riders to refill their water 
bottles, and visited with riders and 
answered questions about Iowa, 
farming, and conservation.  

We also partnered with Milkweed 
Matters on three days, which 
provides milkweed seed balls for 
riders to take and throw along the 
route to improve roadside habitat.  

Thanks to the Iowa Conservation 
Team partners, SWCDs, and 
volunteers that have contributed 
to the success of this special 
outreach tradition!
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RAGBRAI Rolls Through Lower Skunk River Watershed Project
Submitted by Miranda Haes/Photos by Evie Barnes 

As the morning dew settles 
and begins to dissipate, the 
Van Master and his crew begin 
set up for what will surely 
be a crazy, busy day.  Two 
tents were set up - one with 
bananas free for the taking 
and one with postcards for 
riders to send sentiments 
home while on the road.  

Towards the back of the 
homestead, a water bottle 
filling station began its job as 
the thirst quencher.  To the 
east of the tents a food truck 
boasting free samples of ribs,           
bratwurst, and pulled pork 
established their area for the 
big day. In between, a beer 
wagon, with flowing brews for 
the taking, created space for 
free samples. Thousands will visit on this day looking for 
refreshment and rest.  RAGBRAI Riders are coming! 

On Friday, July 26, the ride that is known as RAGBRAI 
made its way to  southeastern Iowa. The riders, on their 
sixth day of riding, were making their way from the 
overnight city of Fairfield to the river city of Burlington.  
The site was stationed on the homestead of the  
Whitakers—Clark, John, Bruce, and Susan.  The family 
allowed passage on their farm that has been in the family 
for over 100 years.  

The location was a perfect spot, halfway between 
Stockport and Salem, the riders lunch spot for the day.  
The Lower Skunk River Watershed Project teamed up 
with the Soil & Water Conservation Society to hand out 
bananas and provide a postcard station for riders to 
send notes home. The people of Niman Ranch offered 
tasty pork pieces and Fat Tire Beer poured samples of 
beverages from their long line of products. All seemed 
satisfied with their experiences.  

The group met people from coast to coast, including 
Vermont, California, and everywhere in between.  The 
day was a successful one with over 2,600 visitors.  
Approximately 1,200 bananas were given, over 600 
postcards sent, and a plenitude of pork and beer 
sampled. It was a fantastic day!
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Summer Meeting at Whiterock Conservancy
This year it was the Southwest Area’s turn to host the 
summer meeting. Carolyn Schwartz arranged to have the 
meeting on June 14 at Whiterock Conservancy in Coon 
Rapids, and 25 people attended.  

The attendees spent the morning touring the POET 
Biorefining ethanol plant nearby, then returned for lunch 
and SWCS updates.  

In the afternoon, Penny Perkins, Conservation Lands 
Director, gave a presentation and then led the group on 
a tour of Whiterock Conservancy, including a Wiggles 
vermiculture experiment, prairie strips, woody vegetation 
management with goats, and riverside bluffs. Afterward, 
we met for the social at the River Campground where 
members networked and played bags. 

Soil and Water Conservation Society 2019 Annual Conference

Penny Perkins (right) with Whiterock Conservancy provided a tour of their 
land and conservation practices for Iowa SWCS members.

The 2019 International Annual Conference of the Soil 
& Water Conservation Society was held in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, July 28-31, 2019. 

More than 400 people attended the conference from 
all over the world, including 36 students. Sixty posters 
were presented, along with 125 live presentations. NRCS 
Chief Matt Lohr gave a keynote address, encouraging 
all conservationists to stay focused and continue 
working hard to support the Nation’s farmers and 
natural resources. Three tours were offered for attendees 
to see firsthand the challenges and opportunities of 
resource conservation in and around Pittsburgh—a 
highly managed and historic city with diverse human 
populations.

In 2020, the 75th Annual Conference will be in Des Moines! 
The Iowa Chapter is already hard at work planning the 
tours, presentations, giveaways, celebrations, and the 
first ever SWCS beer! Several Iowa Chapter members are 
working closely with the staff at headquarters and SWCS 
Conference Planning Committee to pull out all the stops 
to make this the biggest and best conference yet. We look 
forward to sharing more details with you soon, and we 
can’t wait to see you in Des Moines, July 26-29!
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In September 2018, the Executive 
Board of the Iowa Chapter of 
the Soil and Water Conservation 
Society held a facilitated session 
with members of the Iowa Chapter 
SWCS. The facilitated session 
revealed that members wanted more 
opportunities to network with one 
another, to serve the community 
alongside fellow SWCS members, 
and to learn about relevant local or 
developing issues.

Starting in February 2019, the 
Iowa SWCS organized food drives 
in the five Iowa SWCS regions 
to meet the needs of vulnerable 
populations in the state. This effort 
was spearheaded by the then Iowa 
Chapter Presidents (Past: Anna 
Golightly, Present: Heidi Ackerman, 
Elect: Hanna Bates) to establish a model for how to 
organize the events. The Iowa SWCS Regional Chairs 
organized the local events where they identified a local 
pantry in need, venues to hold the events, and local 
sponsors support the events. 

These events were held at local breweries and other 
venues across the state: 

 » Northwest: Okoboji Brew Company, Spirit Lake 
(organized by Heidi Ackerman)

 » Southwest: The Venue, Atlantic (organized by Carolyn 
Schwartz)

 » Northeast: Single Speed Brewery, Waterloo (organized 
by Josh Balk)

 » Central: Torrent Brewery, Ames (organized by Hanna 
Bates)

 » Southeast: The Kalona Brewing Company, Kalona 
(organized by Olivia LaGrange) 

As a result of each food drive event, each food pantry 
beneficiary received approximately 100 pounds of 
donated food and supply items, as well as a cash 
donation. Several of the pantries shared that they are 
able to purchase a pound of food for approximately 15¢, 
whereas that same pound of food would typically cost 
the average person $1! 

Keep an eye out for information on the Iowa SWCS 2020 
food pantry drives!

Food Drives Provide Chapter Networking Opportunities

Iowa SWCS Chapter members gathered earlier this year in Ames at Torrent Brewing Company to 
collect items for the food pantry.

Friend of Conservation Award

Linda Shenk, Ph.D., was awarded the 2019 Iowa SWCS 
Chapter “Friend of Conservation” award winner. Dr. 
Shenk is an Associate Professor in the Iowa State 
University English Department.
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Upcoming Events

Trivia Event to be Held Oct. 23 at 1717 Brewing Co. in Des Moines

On Oct. 23, 2019, SWCS will be 
hosting its second annual “Imagine a 
Day Without Water” Trivia, and we’d 
like YOU to join us! 

Last year we had close to 50 
participants from various 
conservation organizations take part, 
enjoying networking, appetizers, and 
prizes. 

This year, join us at 1717 Brewing 
Company located at 322 E. Court 
Ave. in Des Moines to test your 
water knowledge, relax and enjoy 
some well-deserved camaraderie 
(and competition!) with your fellow 
professional conservationists.
 

Imagine a Day Without Water is a 
national day of action, organized 
by the U.S. Water Alliance, to help 
Americans think more critically 
about our water resources. SWCS is 
proud to join with hundreds of other 
organizations across the nation to 
highlight the importance of this 
critical resource.

So please join us, Oct. 23, 2019, at 
1717 Brewing Co in Des Moines. 
The social starts at 5 p.m., with trivia 
running from 5:30 - 6:30pm. Come 
with a team of up to five, or feel free 
to join one when you arrive. The cost 
is $10 per person and can be paid at 
the door.

Submitted by Catherine DeLong

October 2019
 » 23: Imagine A Day Without Water (see above)

April 2020
 » 8-9: Iowa Water Conference 20/20: “Bringing Our Water 

Vision into Focus” (Ames)

June 2020
 » TBD: Iowa Chapter SWCS Summer Meeting
 » 30: Iowa Chapter SWCS Scholarship Applications Due

July 2020
 » 19-25: RAGBRAI XLVIII (Contact Heidi Ackerman about 

opportunities to volunteer)
 » 26-29: 75th SWCS International Annual Conference in 

Des Moines!

August 2020
 » 1: Friend of Conservation Award Nominations Due
 » 30: Iowa Chapter SWCS Scholarship Applications Due

September/October 2020
 » TBD: Iowa Chapter SWCS Annual Meeting, Central 

Iowa

SAVE 
THE 
DATE

2020
THE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

SOCIETY IS HEADING TO DES MOINES, IOWA, 
TO CELEBRATE ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY.

JULY 2629, 2020
DES MOINES, IOWA

75TH SWCS INTERNATIONAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE

SEE YOU THERE!


