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The 75th Soil and Water Conservation Society Conference will be Virtual 
By Hanna Bates, President, Iowa Chapter SWCS 

  
Attention Iowa SWCS Members! The 2020 Annual Conference to be held in Des Moines on July 27-
29th will be held in a virtual format this year. The health and safety of our soil and water community 
is the first priority, and so this online format will have all of the professional development and 
networking opportunities that we would have gained in person. 
We are really excited about the potential for this online event! 
  
Here are a few reasons why: 
·     An easy to use, familiar platform. If you are successfully taking part in virtual meetings at this 
time you will be able participate in this event. 
·         A reduced registration fee of $75 for members (in honor of our 75th year!) and $99 for 
nonmembers, Also, there will be savings on travel and lodging. 
·         Live general session and breakout presentations with the ability to ask and rank questions. 
·         A virtual exhibit hall. 
·         Galleries featuring posters, virtual conservation and history tours, updates from SWCS, 
interviews with notable individuals, award winners and more! 
·         Virtual networking and social opportunities. 
·         Games and contests with prizes. 
·         A resource library with exclusive access. 
·         The same great content, available to you right from your home or office desk. 
·         A potential for greater reach. With the ability for people to tune in from their home or office 
there is an expanded opportunity for participation. Presentations will be recorded and accessible to 
presenters and attendees after the event. 
  
We will still have opportunities to celebrate Iowa. The Iowa SWCS Chapter has been working hard 
to bring the Iowa soil and water success stories and unique Iowa character to a virtual audience for 
this conference. We don’t want to give all of the surprises away, but we will have commemorative 



items for sale and a virtual silent auction that celebrates the conference and our Iowa 
community.  Stay tuned! 
  

Lunch and Learn events scheduled 
By Steven Konrady, President Elect 

  
The Iowa SWCS is hosting two Conservation Lunch & Learn webinars in May. On Thursday, May 14, 
the Iowa Chapter hosted Susan Judkins, President of the Iowa Association of Watershed 
Management Authorities. Susan presented on 10 years of Iowa Watershed Management 
Authorities (WMAs), from legislation passed in 2010 to enable their creation, to the establishment 
of over two dozen WMAs by 2020. With coverage of over 33% of Iowa's land area, WMAs are 
positioned to become the new norm for collaborative, holistic watershed management in the state. 
Incorporating the interests of county, city, and state governance structures with the interests of 
landowners, producers, and main street businesses and all with federal disaster preparedness 
guidance from the proven knowledge of the Iowa Watershed Approach, the value of WMAs is 
undeniable to participants statewide. 
  
On Thursday, May 21, Sarah Carlson will join the Iowa SWCS for a Conservation Lunch & Learn to 
celebrate the farmer-led network of diverse, conservation minded producers that make up 
Practical Farmers of Iowa. Practical Farmers of Iowa (PFI), was founded in 1985 during the height of 
the farm crisis and the time of the original Farm Aid benefit concert. With a focus on sustainability, 
on-farm research has led PFIs farmers to improve profitability, efficiency, and stewardship for 35 
years. Sarah and the other PFI staff help farmers embrace conservation practices like cover crops, 
alternative crop rotations, modified tillage regimes, and many more with science-backed methods 
and on-the-ground support. 
  
Iowa SWCS is committed to providing quality remote learning opportunities through the webinar 
format, and regular Conservation Lunch & Learn webinars are planned to continue throughout the 
year when possible to supplement the normal field day schedules made more difficult by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Stay tuned for more upcoming learning opportunities throughout the 
summer! 
 

RAGBRAI 2020  
by Heidi Ackerman, RAGBRAI Chair 

  
For 17 years, the Iowa Chapter of the Soil & Water Conservation Society has worked with partner 
organizations to do some public service and outreach during the Register's Annual Great Bike Ride 
Across Iowa. Each day of the ride, Iowa SWCS and our partners (who include the USDA - Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship's 
Division of Soil Conservation & Water Quality, and others) set up a tent along the RAGBRAI route to 
hand out bananas to the riders, provide them with water to refill their bottles, and we offer them 
an opportunity to write and send postcards to their loved ones near and far. 
  
The bananas give the bikers a shot of protein and potassium and will not contribute to roadside 
litter: on the contrary, banana peels are great for the soil! The water that is provided is directly 
from a tested well or rural water line, so no plastic here! The postcards sport an attractive, 



conservation-themed design, and SWCS members and partners have an opportunity to talk with 
the riders about local conservation practices and their benefits. When the postcard recipient gets 
the mail, they also get to see and read a little about conservation in Iowa. SWCS members 
collect the addressed postcards, stamp them, and mail them from a rural post office along the 
RAGBRAI route. 
  
Unfortunately, RAGBRAI 2020 has been cancelled, due to COVID-19. However, the next Ride will 
take place along the same route as what was planned for 2020, and SWCS will be there, with our 
dedicated partners and cases of bananas, ready to educate and serve! 
  
Thank you to all those who have assisted with RAGBRAI over the years. Your help in identifying 
suitable sites, educating the public, and doing some grunt work is what makes this tradition 
possible! We look forward to working with you next year. 

  
Iowa Chapter SWCS Summer Meeting 

By Larry Beeler, Central Area Chair 
  

Save the Date!  The Iowa Chapter of the SWCS will hold their Summer meeting on the afternoon of 
Thursday, June 18th. 
 
Meeting topics include NRCS reorganization and partnerships presented by Kurt Simon, NRCS State 
Conservationist. Also, there will be an update on Chapter activities and the International SWCS 
conference scheduled for July 27-29, 2020 along with other items. We will conclude the meeting 
with a social function. 
This year’s meeting will be a "virtual" meeting using Zoom.  Details on joining the meeting and a 
detailed agenda will be provided later. 
 
Please add this meeting to your schedule and I look forward to meeting with you on the afternoon 
of Thursday, June 18th. 
  

Southeast Iowa Soil and Water Upcoming Events 
By Olivia LaGrange, Southeast Area Chair 

  
On September 3, 2020, Southeast Iowa Watershed Coordinators are teaming up with their partners 
to hold a meeting about the Economics of Water and Soil Health. The event will be held at the 
Washington County Iowa State Extension Office in Washington, IA. The presentation is going to be 
live streamed/recorded for those that do not want to be in public or cannot attend. In the morning 
there will be a keynote speaker, followed by a farmer panel in the afternoon and two classroom 
sessions with your choice of three breakout sessions. Then plan to enjoy the rest of the afternoon 
outside in the field looking at CRP and edge of field practices. More details to come!  
  
Event is FREE and open to the public with lunch provided.  Please RSVP to LSR Watershed 
Coordinator Miranda Haes at: Miranda.Haes@ia.nacdnet.net.  To learn about other soil and water 
conservation events in the Southeast Iowa area, contact your southeast Iowa regional chair Olivia 
LaGrange at onlagrange@gmail.com. 
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Food Drive Recap: SW Area Fills the Pantry in Atlantic 
By Carolyn Schwartz (Southwest Area Chair) and Anna Golightly (Information Chair) 

  
The Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) supports its members as they protect the soil for 
which our food supply depends. The Iowa Chapter of the SWCS wanted to bring together Iowans 
and feed our communities. The Southwest Iowa Area held a food drive on March 5th at The Venue 
in Atlantic.  
  
Even though the turnout was small, everyone enjoyed appetizers, drinks and socializing, and we 
collected lots of items for the Atlantic Food Pantry.  We also had a surprise visit from a high school 
foreign exchange student from the Ukraine who saw our event on Facebook and wanted to 
volunteer some time.  
  
Kenneth Burkhart, a volunteer at the Atlantic Food Pantry, gave a brief presentation about how this 
pantry works and who it serves.  The pantry operates as a local volunteer organization, which 
recently partnered with Food for the Heartland based in Omaha.  Their general guideline is to come 
once a month (it’s intended to be a supplement, not the only source of food).  
  
They serve a wide variety of people who need food, including veterans and older people on fixed 
incomes, people who have been laid off unexpectedly, people coming from abusive situations, 
people struggling with mental illness, people in low wage jobs, transients, the homeless, and 



others.  In 2019, they served 1,211 households and 2,800 individuals, which has approximately 
doubled since 2015. 
  
They accept donations of food and money, but they also benefit from the Annual Scrooge Contest 
fundraiser held in Atlantic since 2002. 
  
While it’s always fun to get together with fellow conservationists, this event was also eye-opening 
about the important role that food pantries play in feeding needy people in our 
communities.  Though COVID-19 forced us to cancel the SWCS Food Drives in the other SWCS Areas 
this spring, we encourage you to learn about the food pantry in your community and consider 
contributing. 

  
  

 

 

 

 

Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Highlight 
By Anna Golightly, Information Chair 

  
In case you haven’t read your May SWCS Conservogram yet, or you missed the NRCS news 
release on May 13th, we just wanted to give members a heads up about the current (May/June) 
issue of the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation (JSWC). 
 
It’s a special issue: “Measuring and Understanding the Effects of Conservation within Watersheds”, 
and it includes a collection of research documenting findings from the USDA Conservation Effects 
Assessment Project (CEAP) watershed assessments.  Or, as the NRCS news release title states, 
“Papers Published by the JSWC Provide Evidence that USDA Conservation Practices Work.” 
This project, with the goal of quantifying the environmental effects of conservation practices and 
programs for improved management, has amassed over 15 years of data and publications. The 
special issue includes a comprehensive overview of CEAP watershed efforts and potential future 
direction by Moriasi et al., an editorial by USDA Under Secretary for Farm Production and 
Conservation Bill Northey, and a feature describing impacts of the Sustaining the Earth’s 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiaswcs.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D75144e70e118b71a4f7e997cd%26id%3De1b7ba1471%26e%3D78519cf708&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6a98517b16124146c31708d7fb38fb88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637254094487594405&sdata=PQ%2FsW83BvlC%2FK3StenAUoFf47KR%2FlFEwjOSVp0nGGZI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiaswcs.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D75144e70e118b71a4f7e997cd%26id%3De1b7ba1471%26e%3D78519cf708&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6a98517b16124146c31708d7fb38fb88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637254094487594405&sdata=PQ%2FsW83BvlC%2FK3StenAUoFf47KR%2FlFEwjOSVp0nGGZI%3D&reserved=0


Watersheds–Agricultural Research Data System (STEWARDS database).  Fourteen original research 
articles share results of both field- and watershed scale studies from watersheds in diverse 
locations (including Iowa). 

  
This special issue is entirely open access!  For more information on the special issue, 

visit https://www.jswconline.org/content/75/3 or attend the upcoming webinar on May 28. 
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