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Iowa SWCS Annual Meeting Set for Nov. 10
REGISTRATION 
Pre-registration through Eventbrite is 
required here, https://IowaSWCS22fall.
eventbrite.com. Payment can be made 
with a credit or debit card through 
Eventbrite or with cash or check in 
person at the meeting, but registration 
must be done through Eventbrite 
regardless of payment method. The fee 
for the meeting is $10 for members and 
$20 for nonmembers. To join SWCS, visit 
www.swcs.org/join or join on site. Those 
who join will receive the discounted 
member meeting fee of $10. Event 
fees go to the Iowa SWCS Chapter and 
cover lunch and snacks. Free SWAG 
will be available for members! Email 
IowaSWCS@gmail.com with questions.

AGENDA
11:30 AM: Arrive at SWCS Headquarters 
to Check In

12:00 PM: Lunch and Welcome
 » Josh Balk, Iowa SWCS Chapter 

President
 » Roger Wolf, SWCS North Central 

Regional Director
 » Clare Lindahl, SWCS CEO
 » Joe Otto, SWCS Special Projects and 

Partnerships Director and Historian

12:30 PM: Iowa SWCS Business Meeting 
& State and National Updates

 » Learn about state and national 
opportunities and happenings 
through your professional society.

1:00 PM: An Award Winning Panel: 
Heartland Co-op, the Polk County 
Batch and Build Initiative & the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources

The Iowa SWCS Chapter is honored 
to recognize member organizations, 
individuals and initiatives conducting 
outstanding conservation work in Iowa. 
Award winners will share lightening 
presentations about their work as they 
receive their awards. Scholarships 
will also be awarded. Q&A with award 
winning panelists to follow.

 » Award Winner & Panelist: 
Heartland Co-op

 For over 100 years, Heartland Co-op 
has been providing products and 
services to its farmer members. 
Heartland Co-op is a private sector 
leader in several sustainability 
programs including decision 
making tools, on farm trials, 
conservation agronomist technical 
assistance and environmental 
market incentives. Learn about 
conservation at the co-op during 
this presentation. Heartland Co-op 

DETAILS

WHEN:
Thursday, Nov. 10, 2022, 
11:30 AM – 4 PM

WHERE:
Soil and Water Conservation 
Society International 
Headquarters
945 SW Ankeny Road Ankeny, 
Iowa, 50309 

REGISTER BY COB MONDAY, NOV. 7

Cont. on Page 2...

https://IowaSWCS22fall.eventbrite.com
https://IowaSWCS22fall.eventbrite.com
http://www.swcs.org/join
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Annual Meeting Cont...
staff are members of SWCS and they partner to implement 
on farm trials for conservation.

 » Award Winner & Panelist: The Batch and Build Initiative - 
Polk County

 Polk County, Polk County SWCD, IDALS, NRCS and 
ADMC accomplished a massive feat of increasing the 
state’s number of Edge of Field (EoF) practices by 44% 
while saving an estimated $115,000 from traditional 
implementation methods by developing a “batch and 
build” framework which utilized a fiscal agent and 
other efficiencies and outreach methods to scale up 
implementation. SWCS headquarters is working with 
partners to emulate this across the state and region.

 » Award Winner & Panelist: Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR)

 In addition to providing leadership to conserve 
and enhance our natural resources in cooperation 
with individuals and organizations to improve the 

Iowa SWCS Board Elections
The Iowa Chapter will be holding elections for the 
Executive Committee this fall. The positions up for 
election are:

 » President-Elect
 » Treasurer
 » Central Area Chair
 » Northeast Area Chair
 » Southwest Area Chair

If you are interested in running or would like to 
nominate someone for one of these positions, please 
contact Greg Townley at Greg.Townley@usda.gov by 
November 10. Nominations will also be accepted at 
the Annual Meeting. The official ballot will be sent to 
members after that meeting.

quality of life in Iowa and ensure a legacy for future 
generations, the IDNR has been providing leadership 
within SWCS at the state level, with IDNR employees 
stepping up to serve in leadership roles and the 
national level, attending and sharing at annual 
conferences.

2:30 PM: Break out discussions
 » The 78th SWCS International Annual Conference will 

be held in Des Moines, Iowa August 6 - 9, 2023. As the 
Iowa SWCS Chapter prepares for this and it’s next year of 
member offerings, weigh in on what you would like to see 
from your professional society!

3:00 PM: Social
 » Network with colleagues and enjoy light snacks and 

beverages at the beautiful Midcentury Modern Soil and 
Water Conservation Society International Headquarters 
and grounds before adjourning.

mailto:Greg.Townley%40usda.gov?subject=
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RAGBRAI 2022 Recap
by Anna Golightly
The Iowa Conservation Team, the group of partners that 
organizes conservation outreach efforts for the Register’s 
Annual Great Bicycle Ride Across Iowa (RAGBRAI), had 
another great year! The Iowa Conservation Team sets up 
along the route to offer bananas, conservation postcards, 
and water when available. This year, the team set up on 
five days (Monday through Friday) of RAGBRAI at the 
following locations: 

 » Day 2- Monday, July 25- Ida Grove to Pocahontas 
(Site: Newell)

 » Day 3- Tuesday, July 26- Pocahontas to Emmetsburg 
(Site: West Bend)

 » Day 4- Wednesday, July 27- Emmetsburg to Mason 
City (Site: Britt)

 » Day 5- Thursday, July 28- Mason City to Charles City 
(Site: Charles City)

 » Day 6- Friday, July 29- Charles City to West Union 
(Site: Charles City)

The team handed out about 5,000 bananas and mailed 
over 3,000 postcards. Volunteers remarked that they 
couldn’t have asked for better weather for the week.  

Dan Paulsen, NW Area Chair for the Iowa Chapter and 
NRCS Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations, 
said, “It was great getting to talk about conservation with 
people from all over the country and world.”  

The Iowa Chapter would like to thank all of the members 
of the Iowa Conservation Team, the SWCDs that donated 
money toward the cause, all of the volunteers who 
helped out each day, and especially the Van Master, Alan 
Lauver, whose leadership makes our RAGBRAI efforts run 
smoothly and successfully!

In addition to the riders that Paulsen spoke with, he was 
also interviewed by Outdoor Adventure TV Host Ryan Van 
Duzer. Paulsen’s interview with Van Duzer starts about 22 
minutes into this YouTube video (which already has over 
53,000 views!)

https://youtu.be/OjIkh7-D92w


4Iowa SWCS

2022 SWCS International Conference:
Elevating Conservation to New Heights
by Heidi Ackerman

The 77th SWCS International Annual Conference was 
held July 31 – Aug. 3, 2022, in Denver, Colorado. As 
usual, the conference consisted of keynote lectures, an 
awards ceremony, oral presentations, symposia, poster 
presentations, professional development sessions, 
networking opportunities, industry booths, and optional 
regional tours.  

The conference brought together 369 attendees, 
representing 5 countries and 40 states. Attendees had 
the opportunity to listen to 144 oral presentations and 
symposia; view 53 poster presentations; and more during 
the event.

There were a number of Iowa Chapter members at the 
meeting, serving as volunteers, sharing research through 
oral presentations and posters, and networking with 
conservation professionals across the nation and beyond.

Iowans received recognition for awards including: 
 » SWCS Fellow Award, Dr. J. Arbuckle
 » Best Research Paper for Impact and Quality, Dr. J. 

Arbuckle, “Adoption of agricultural conservation 
practices in the United States: Evidence from 35 years 
of quantitative literature”

 » Best Research Paper for Impact and Quality, 
Honorable Mention, Dr. Fernando E. Miguez, “Corn 
yield response to winter cover crops: An updated 
meta-analysis”

 » Editor’s Choice Award, Meghan Filbert, “Accelerating 
regenerative grazing to tackle farm, environmental, 
and societal challenges in the upper Midwest”

 » Editor’s Choice Honorable Mention, Dr. David A. Laird, 
“Integrated biochar research: A roadmap”

 » Iowa Chapter received the Outstanding Chapter 
Award

Next year, the 78th SWCS International Annual Conference 
will be held in Des Moines, Aug. 6-9. Iowa Chapter 
members will be vital for the planning and successful 
implementation of tours, a silent auction, and for the 

conference as a whole.  We look forward to working with 
many of you on the arrangements for the conference, and 
we hope to see ALL of you in Des Moines in August!!!

Photos: https://www.flickr.com/photos/134493322@N03/
albums/72177720301155373 

Clare Lindahl, CEO of SWCS, addresses attendees at the 77th SWCS 
International Annual Conference in Denver, CO, July 31 to Aug. 3, 
2022.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/134493322@N03/albums/72177720301155373
https://www.flickr.com/photos/134493322@N03/albums/72177720301155373
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BE SOCIAL! Find Iowa SWCS on Facebook, Twitter, and the Web

@IowaSoilAndWaterConservationSociety www.iaswcs.org@iaswcs 

Summer Meeting: Recovery, Resilience, Restoration - 
Conservation Efforts in Linn County
by Mary Beth Stevenson

Aug. 30, 2022, marked the return of the first in-person 
gathering of the SWCS – Iowa Chapter since the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Nearly 40 conservationists from 
around the state convened at the beautiful Indian Creek 
Nature Center to hear stories of recovery and resilience 
from Linn County. A lightening round in the morning 
included topics ranging from wetlands restoration to the 
role of conservation agronomists. 

 » Derecho Recovery Efforts: Carole Teator, City of Cedar 
Rapids

 » Improving Soil Health in Indian Creek: Jen Fencl, 
Indian Creek WMA 

 » Planning for Watershed Improvement: Erin Erickson, 
Maquoketa WMA

 » Protecting our drinking water 
source: Mary Beth Stevenson, 
City of Cedar Rapids

 » The Role of Conservation 
Agronomy: Emery Davis, 
Heartland Coop 

 » Wanatee Park Wetlands & 
Restoration, Dennis Goemaat 
and Daniel Gibbons, Linn 
Conservation Board

In the afternoon, several field tours 
highlighted the intersection of 
conservation and locally sourced, 
sustainable food production. 
The first stop on the tour was 
Linn County’s Dows Farms where 
Emmaly Renshaw of Feed Iowa 
First discussed her organization’s 
efforts to provide opportunities 
for immigrant farmers to grow the 

foods native to their homeland. Chad Pelley introduced 
his vision for an agri-neighborhood that blends farms 
with suburban development. The next stop was the Etzel 
Sugar Grove Farm, where Drew Erickson led a tour of the 
Rodale Organic Farm and discussed on-going research in 
organic crop production. Jean Weidenheft of the Indian 
Creek Nature Center discussed the history of the property 
and their efforts to diversify crop production, bringing in 
agroforestry as well as vegetable production. 

Many thanks to all who were able to attend this event 
and to the speakers who contributed their time and 
knowledge. We look forward to the next opportunity to 
get together this fall at the SWCS Headquarters! 

Attendees at the afternoon session of the Iowa SWCS Chapter Summer Meeting held on 
Aug. 30, 2022, at the Dows Farm Site in Cedar Rapids. 


